
From: Gray, David
To: Delgado, Eric; Brescia, Nicolas
Cc: Broyles, Ragan; Petersen, Chris; McQuiddy, David; Webster, Susan; Ruhl, Christopher; Smith, Monica
Subject: Re: News Media Access to Mayflower Spill Site and Information - Ground Truth Request
Date: Thursday, April 11, 2013 8:31:07 PM

Yes. I have responded to him directly. Thank you.

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

 

From: Delgado, Eric
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2013 8:29:51 PM
To: Gray, David; Brescia, Nicolas
Cc: Broyles, Ragan; Petersen, Chris; McQuiddy, David; Webster, Susan; Ruhl, Christopher; Smith,
Monica
Subject: Re: News Media Access to Mayflower Spill Site and Information - Ground Truth Request

David,
I believe Tito will be asking you for more information shortly

Thought I would give you a heads up
 

From: Gray, David
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2013 8:12:43 PM
To: Delgado, Eric; Brescia, Nicolas
Cc: Broyles, Ragan; Petersen, Chris; McQuiddy, David; Webster, Susan; Ruhl, Christopher; Smith,
Monica; Eoc, Epahq
Subject: Re: News Media Access to Mayflower Spill Site and Information - Ground Truth Request

I have responded. No further action needed.

 

From: Delgado, Eric
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2013 8:10:37 PM
To: Brescia, Nicolas; Gray, David
Cc: Broyles, Ragan; Petersen, Chris; McQuiddy, David; Webster, Susan; Ruhl, Christopher; Smith,
Monica; Eoc, Epahq
Subject: Fw: News Media Access to Mayflower Spill Site and Information - Ground Truth Request

Nic/David

The Administrator is expecting a response tonight.
 

From: Epahq Eoc
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2013 8:04:51 PM
To: Delgado, Eric
Subject: News Media Access to Mayflower Spill Site and Information - Ground Truth Request
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Eric,

Per our discussion see attached and below letter from the Society of Environmental Journalists. EOC is
being asked by the AA OSWER and Acting Administrator to ground truth and requests an initial reply
this evening if possible.

*****
Dear Mr. Perciasepe:

The Society of Environmental Journalists strongly objects to the threatened arrest last Friday
of a reporter at the ExxonMobil oil pipeline spill in Mayflower, Ark., and the failure of the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration and the U.S. Department of Transportation to take legally mandated
leadership positions in dealing with reporters, establish an accessible command center that
was not on oil company property, and implement a coherent information policy.

SEJ believes the EPA and the other federal agencies made a big mistake by allowing the
command center to be set up on Exxon property, especially without establishing ground rules
for journalist access to the center and spill area. With Exxon officials in control, journalists
were not permitted access to the command center, its parking lot or the areas affected by the
spill.  Exxon’s primary duty should have been the management of its oil flow, not the flow of
information to the public.

We also object to the no-fly zone above the spill site which further restricted reporting of this
incident that had broad public health and environmental interest.
SEJ is requesting that the agencies involved provide a written explanation of their actions
regarding the threatened arrest, who was responsible for the  media information policy driven
by the company and the imposition of the no-fly zone. SEJ is also requesting that the
agencies meet with its representatives to work out a more open and fair information policy
for use in future emergency response situations. 

Sincerely,

Beth Parke, Executive Director   

(See attached file: ArkLetter.Perciasepe.doc)

*****

Eugene Lee, Watch Officer
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Headquarters Emergency Operations Center 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave 
Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-3850           202-564-8729 (fax) 
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